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ALREWAS PARISH COUNCIL  
NEWSLETTER 

December 2020 

Message from the Chair Dave Whatton 

……… 
This year will be remembered as the worst ever, with the 
Covid 19 pandemic affecting us all to varying degrees. I’m 
immensely proud of the all of the staff who work on the 
front line in the NHS and Social Care, who have selflessly 
worked their hardest to keep us safe and well.  
It is also a time when people collectively combine to help 
and support others who are in need or are isolating, and 
we have seen a tremendous effort by many in the village 
who set up and ran the ‘Alrewas Coronavirus Team’ 
network that provided a lifeline to help and comfort those 
in the village who were in need during the first lockdown. 
A particular mention to Paula Dumolo for initially setting it 
up, the Bank Coffeehouse for acting as a hub and Jenny 
Wray who continues to act as the co-ordinator as the 
group continues its work (page 4). Above all, sincere 
thanks to the many volunteers who gave their time freely 
to make sure the plan worked. 
The Green Acres development is ongoing and the Parish 
Council continues to try to engage with developers and 
authorities to ensure planning conditions are met.  I’d like 
to thank John Walton and others in the Alrewas Residents 
Group who have freely given their time to provide 
informed technical opinion and advice to ourselves and 
other statutory bodies, to try and collectively ensure the 
developers are held accountable for their actions.  
 

The Retirement of 
Councillor Margaret Stanhope MBE 

In October the Parish Council with great regret 
accepted the resignation of Margaret Stanhope 
MBE who, at 89, retired after a career spanning 
51 years in Local Government. 
As a native of Alrewas she has always been 
available to actively assist residents and her 
local knowledge and commitment to the 
community has been invaluable. She was one of 
the founder members of Alrewas Civic Society in 
1968. She received an MBE in 2013 for her 
services to the health service and the centre at 
Burton hospital was named after her. 
We wish her a happy retirement. 

Another issue we have on the horizon is the 
proposed building of a quarry and cement factory 
at Orgreave, and we thank Stuart Threlfall and 
others for all their hard work and time they have 
put into opposing this application (page 2). 
Finally, as we head into Christmas and the New 
Year, I would wish that you have the best festive 
celebration you can have, and look forward to a 
brighter future when this pandemic finally comes to 
an end. 
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Website 
alrewasparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

The website is regularly 
updated and contains lots 
of information about the 
Parish Council, District 
and County matters as 
well as what’s going on in 
Alrewas, including: 
Minutes and agendas of 
Parish Council meetings,  
current planning issues, 
village news (as it 
appears in the Lichfield 
Chronicle), and there is a 
Village Directory where 
you can get links to all the 
village organisations.  

 
 Meetings 
Parish Council meetings 
are usually held the 
second Monday of every 
month at 7.30pm. These 
are currently being held 
via Zoom and members 
of the public who wish to 
attend can contact the 
Clerk for log in details. 
There is a public 
participation session at 
the beginning of each 
meeting for members of 
the public to speak briefly 
on any item on the 
agenda. The Clerk must 
be notified in advance. 
 

 

Following the Canal & River Trust’s refusal to amend the 18T weight 
limit on the bridge back to its original 3T limit the Parish Council have 
contacted them to request they impose a width restriction instead. 
There is great concern the impact heavy lorries will have on this 
ancient bridge accessing the new Taylor Grove development. 

Bagnalls Lock 

Development in Alrewas 

Green Acres 
We are beginning to see an increase in activity on the site, with 
planned junction improvement works starting on Micklehome Drive. 
The Parish Council in conjunction with Lichfield District Council are 
working through amendments that have been submitted by Crest 
Nicholson in relation to housing types and design. 
There are a number of issues in relation to the drainage designs that 
are being worked through in consultation with the Local Flood 
Authority, Crest Nicholson and the District Council. 
An acceptable solution will need to be found as the development 
continues. 
Anson Road 
Work has begun on ‘Woodlands’, the 43 houses being built by 
Bromford Homes to replace the 16 that were demolished two years 
ago. Completion is due in Spring 2022. 
The Parish Council have asked Bromford Homes to address the 
parking problems in front of their houses on Fox Lane. 
Cemex application 
Cemex have revised their planning application for the quarry and 
concrete works at Orgreave and the Quarry Working Group has 
undertaken the considerable task of identifying changes to the 
submission in order to once again prepare and submit objections on 
behalf of the Parish Council.  Over 700 objections were submitted 
against the original application and it is due to go to the Planning 
Committee early 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In General 
Both the Parish Council and District Council have responded to the 
Government White Paper on planning and are lobbying MP’s to 
ensure powers are not taken away from local councils. The 
government has promised a response early next year 
Alrewas Parish Council are working hard to mitigate the effects of 
future development within and around the village from housing 
developments, infill and quarrying 

Grants 
The Parish Council has a 
small amount of funds in 
their budget to give to 
village groups who need 
grants for the benefit of 
the community. Contact 
the Clerk for an 
application form.  
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Parish Council Projects – past and future 

KAT (Keep Alrewas Tidy) was established 
in spring 2019 following a visible increase 
of litter within the Village and on the 
surrounding A513 and Rykneld Street. 
In conjunction with the Bank Coffeehouse, 
volunteers were requested one Saturday 
to help clear up the village, and an 
astonishing level of support was given. 
High visibility jackets were donated by a 
village business and the Parish Council 
have now purchased litter picking 
equipment.  
Going forward the plan is to have a litter 
pick every two months on the first 
Saturday of the month. If you wish to help 
or are part of a local organisation who 
would like to utilise the equipment please 
contact Mike Wilcox on 07732 
750401  Wilcox4@hotmail.co.uk 
  

 Traffic and Highways  
Parking on pavements: As ministers consider outlawing pavement parking across England, a 
ban has been in place in London since 1974. One of its main aims is to prevent pedestrians, 
including wheelchair users, people with baby buggies and the visually impaired, from being 
obstructed. The Parish Council has contributed to the Government's consultation on this issue 
and continue to put reminder leaflets on cars that obstruct the pavements in the village. Please 
contact the Clerk if you have problems with vehicles obstructing you when out and about. 
Bus shelter: The Parish Council continue to try to overcome the problems of installing a much 
needed shelter by Alrewas Pharmacy 
Speeding: This has become a major problem on Rykneld Street/Burton Road, Wellfield and Fox 
Lane. The Parish Council has entered into discussions with Highways to look at traffic calming.  
 

 
 

Next year projects that have been 
earmarked for funding include: 

• A trim trail on Walkfield 
• A cycle route down the A513 to 

Whitemoor Lakes 
• A Welcome Pack/Guide to Alrewas 
• Village signs on the canal 
• Safer Alrewas resources  
• More CCTV in areas of antisocial 

behaviour 
Some of this spending will come from the 
budget but there will be no increase in 
the Precept (amount paid by residents)  

Following requests from residents to protect the 
children in the play area a new fence was erected 
this year.  
There has already been several instances of 
damage and whilst very much appreciating the 
support of local residents who have carried out 
minor repairs to the play area in the past, the 
Parish Council is asking that, due to the possible 
public liability issues around unauthorised repairs, 
they do not undertake repairs themselves but report 
any issues to the Clerk who will arrange for repairs 
to be carried out.  
Lichfield District Council maintenance staff 
undertake repairs for the Parish Council as well as 
play area safety checks, litter picking and next year 
leaf sweeping at the MUGA will be added to their 
priorities. 

Keeping Alrewas Tidy 
 

This year the Parish Council has supported 
Alrewas Cricket Club’s nursery pitch project which 
has been well used by the junior and women’s 
sections this summer and also the new benches 
installed by Alrewas Civic Society. Trees on 
Walkfield are currently being planted and we look 
forward to working with the Civic Society on 
further planting projects next year.    

 
  



 

 

Dave Whatton  01283 791473 Chair, Walkfield, Communications 
Jane Reilly   01283 791470 Vice Chair, Communications, Walkfield, Traffic, Youth 
John Pegg  01283 791226 Neighbourhood Plan, Development, Trent Valley Scheme 
David Butcher  01283 791032 Walkfield, Communications, Development  
Jan Altham   01283 791520 Parish Forum, Traffic 
Janette Potter  01283 790602 Neighbourhood Plan, Tarmac liason 
Denise Tolson  01283 791964 Traffic, Communications, Flood liason 
Mike Wilcox   01283 791322 Development, Neighbourhood Plan, Communications 

Councillors’ email addresses can be found on the website 

District Councillors 
 

County Councillor 
 

REPORTING PROBLEMS: 
Roads (pot holes) and pavements Go online at www.staffordshire.gov.uk 
Canals & towpaths    Canal & River Trust  0800 4799947 
Sewage     Severn Trent   0800 7834444 
Full litter bins/dog fouling   Lichfield District Council 01543 308000 
Obstructive parking    Email info@staffssaferroads.co.uk   
 

Other issues: 
Go to www.alrewasparishcouncil.org.uk to find out ‘Which Council Does What’  

Mike Wilcox   01283 791322 
Sonia Wilcox   01283 791322 
Derick Cross   07748 177092 

 

 Janet Eagland  01543 257102 
  

WHO TO CONTACT 

Parish Councillors 

REPORTING INCIDENTS 
Dial 101 (always ask for a crime number) or go online: 
Facebook ‘Staffordshire Police’ and click the private message button  
Staffordshire Police website staffordshire.police.uk - click on 'report' bar on the opening page, elect 
what type of crime/incident you wish to report and follow the steps.  
Crimestoppers    0800 555111 (anonymous) 
If you believe that a crime is in progress or about to be committed then dial 999   
 
 
                                        
 

Smart Alert 
Register at www.staffordshiresmartalert.uk to receive information on 
crime in your area by email as soon as it happens from your local 
police and community safety partners 

Alrewas Village Helpline 
0330 133 2160 

Volunteers (now organised by Alrewas Surgery 
PPG) continue to provide support for those in the 
community who need it through this difficult time. 
Alrewas & Fradley Charities can offer food vouchers 
or financial help and can be contacted in confidence.  


