ALREWAS PARISH COUNCIL

NEWSLETTER
December 2019
Message from the Chair Dave Whatton
It’s been an important and very busy year for

the Parish Council and for village life. Work
………

began on the Dark Lane development, now
called Green Acres, and thanks must go to John
Walton and members of the Alrewas Residents
Group (ARG) who, in collaboration with the
Parish Council Development Group, have
brought their individual expertise to bear in
making sure the developers keep to the
conditions specified in the planning consent
documents (page 2).
Traffic issue are even more of a focus with, not
just Green Acres but the other new housing
developments and we are taking measures to
alleviate these (page 3).

The Parish Council consider that safeguarding
young people, antisocial behaviour and a growing
drug problem in the village are important issues for
us all and so, in collaboration with police, health and
other groups, we intend to make safeguarding a
focus in the New Year (page 3).
Thank you to Councillor Wilcox who started the
‘Keep Alrewas Tidy’ campaign and to all the
volunteers who join him on regular village litter picks
(page 4). We are very grateful also to those
anonymous residents who pick up other people’s
litter and dog mess when they are out and about.
We continue to support the further development of
Alrewas Cricket Club which includes a new summer
pitch for the youngsters and, with funding from
Alrewas Civic Society, there will be new lighting at
the War Memorial this Christmas.
Finally, on behalf of the Parish Council, I wish you
and your families a peaceful and happy time at
Christmas and into the New Year, and look forward
to meeting you and sharing your views at future
Parish Council meetings, where residents are
always welcome.
TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL
Kathryn Powell, Parish Clerk
Tel: 01283 792293 Mob: 07960 859198
Email: clerk@alrewasparishcouncil.org.uk
c/o Royal British Legion, Rykneld Street, Alrewas DE13 7AX
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Development in Alrewas
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alrewasparishcouncil.org.uk

The website is regularly
updated and contains lots
of information about the
Parish Council as well as
what’s going on in
Alrewas, including:
Minutes and agendas of
Parish Council meetings,
current planning issues,
the Village News (as it
appears in the Lichfield
Mercury), and the Village
Directory (where you can
get links to all the village
organisations).

Green Acres
The Parish Council, together with the ARG, have been working to
ensure that this development proceeds with the minimum disruption
to residents. We established regular consultation with Crest Nicolson,
the developer, only for this to be disrupted by changes to their
personnel. Amongst issues of concern have been traffic to and from
the site, the routes taken for access and egress, and the time of day
large vehicles can leave the site. Some issues have involved detailed
discussion with Lichfield District and Staffs County Council.
More recently there have been significant changes made to the
surface water sewer and infiltration basin design on the site which
may adversely affect its performance, particularly when the River
Trent floods. A meeting with technical officers of the County Council
Flood Risk Management team has been arranged to clarify concerns.

Meetings
Parish Council meetings
are usually held the
second Monday of every
month in the Village Hall.
Councillors are available
for a chat from 7pm. The
meetings start at 7.30pm.
There
is
a
public
participation session at
the beginning of each
meeting for members of
the public to speak briefly
on any item on the
agenda. The Clerk must
be notified in advance.

Grants
The Parish Council have
a small amount of funds
in their budget to give to
village
groups
and
organisations who need
funds for the benefit of
the community. Contact
the Clerk for a grant
application form.

Bagnalls Lock
The Parish Council will be monitoring traffic to the new development
to ensure the ancient bridge is not put under pressure
Anson Road
Work is due to begin on ‘Woodlands’ next summer, the 42 houses
being built by Bromford Homes to replace the 16 demolished earlier
this year, with completion by the end of 2020.

Alrewas Neighbourhood Plan
Now that this has been adopted it is important that it is used and
doesn't end up sitting on a shelf gathering dust. Lichfield District has
to consider the Plan in relation to any planning applications they
receive, equally the Parish have to be proactive in submitting
responses to any applications with specific reference to the Plan. A
monitoring group has been set up to ensure that the Plan is being
implemented, that it is reviewed every five years and that community
aspirations within the Plan are being delivered. It is available to view
on the website and there is a hard copy in the Bank Coffeehouse.
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Traffic and Highways

The County Council have pulled back from their original plans to stop
certain ground maintenance activity although the frequency of certain
actions like grass cutting will be reduced. It is likely they will at some
stage ask LDC if they are able to assist with much of this work as
finances for County are under severe pressure, and if we wish to keep
the village boundaries attractive and verges cut the Parish Council
may have to take on this responsibility ourselves.

Parking

Leaflets are being put on cars
that are parking dangerously or
inconsiderately,
making
it
necessary
for
vulnerable
residents to have to step out on
to the road. These include
people with pushchairs and
small children as well as people
with disabilities or mobility
problems with electric chairs,
walking aids or a wheelchair.

issue, date

Speeding
The
introduction
of
Speed
Watch
into
Alrewas was abandoned
due to lack of volunteers
but residents living along
the roads with known
speeding problems have
been issued with bin
stickers
to
remind
motorists to slow down.

Working towards a safer community
CURRENT ISSUES
Drugs:
'County Lines' is a term used when drug gangs from big cities expand their operations to rural areas with
the associated crime and violence. Several such dealers have been recorded in Alrewas and they are
particularly targeting 12-14yr olds. Currently the main drug used is Cannabis which is linked to significant
mental health problems in users of this age, but there are serious concerns that A class drugs may be
dealt in the village soon.
Safety of young people out in the village late at night
Police urge parents to find out where their children are at night and get proof, as during the summer there
were many youngsters regularly out until 4am and the police are very concerned for their safety.
Internet safety
Incidents of grooming have occurred in Alrewas.
Antisocial behaviour
This covers a range of issues which, while they may not be major incidents in themselves, can seriously
affect the lives of residents who are affected by them. These include excessive and late noise, especially
at Walkfield, bad driving and parking, graffiti, minor damage, litter and dog fouling.
WHAT CAN YOU DO
• Report all incidents (see back page), not by emailing the PSCO or via the Alrewas Telegraph
• If you are a parent be vigilant about your child’s behaviour and know how they spend their money.
Look on www.talktofrank.com if you have any concerns at all.
• The police cannot prosecute unless they can catch dealers in action but have built a large amount
of intel on the offenders over summer which leads to prosecutions. You can help by reporting any
suspicious vehicles, individuals or incidents
The Parish Council is holding an information evening in February in partnership with the police and drug
experts. Residents, parents and younger members of the village can get information on how to stay safe
and free from harm and access practical help and support in dealing with any of the above issues
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WHO TO CONTACT
REPORTING INCIDENTS
Dial 101 (always ask for a crime number) or go online:
Facebook ‘Staffordshire Police’ and click the private message button
Staffordshire Police website staffordshire.police.uk - click on 'report' bar on the opening page, elect
what type of crime/incident you wish to report and follow the steps.
Crimestoppers
0800 555111 (anonymous)
If you believe that a crime is in progress or about to be committed then dial 999
REPORTING PROBLEMS:
Roads (pot holes) and pavements
Canals & towpaths
Sewage
Full litter bins/dog fouling
Obstructive parking

Go online at www.staffordshire.gov.uk
Canal & River Trust
0800 4799947
Severn Trent
0800 7834444
Lichfield District Council 01543 308000
Email info@staffssaferroads.co.uk

Other issues:
Go to www.alrewasparishcouncil.org.uk to find out ‘Which Council Does What’

Smart Alert
Register at www.staffordshiresmartalert.uk to receive information on
crime in your area by email as soon as it happens from your local
police and community safety partners

Parish Councillors
Dave Whatton
Jane Reilly
John Pegg
David Butcher
Margaret Stanhope
Jan Altham
Janette Potter
Denise Tolson
Mike Wilcox

01283 791473
Chair, Walkfield, Communications
01283 791470
Vice Chair, Communications, Walkfield, Traffic, Youth
01283 791226
Neighbourhood Plan, Development, Trent Valley Scheme
01283 791032
Walkfield, Communications, Development
01283 790215
Tree Warden, Neighbourhood Plan, Development, Traffic
01283 791520
Parish Forum, Traffic
01283 790602
Neighbourhood Plan
01283 791964
Traffic, Communications, Flood liason
01283 791322
Development, Neighbourhood Plan
Councillors’ email addresses can be found on the website

District Councillors
Mike Wilcox
Sonia Wilcox
Derick Cross

01283 791322
01283 791322
07748 177092

County Councillor
Janet Eagland

01543 257102

Litter Picks
These are held every 3 months to help keep our village
tidy. If you would like to volunteer please contact Mike
Wilcox for the next date. It involves just 2 hours of your
time on a Saturday morning finishing with a free hot
drink in the Bank Coffeehouse

